CHAPTER IV
RELIGION AND NATIONALITY
i. RELIGION AS A SOCIAL FORCE
The term religion has been used for such different phenomena
that one of the most competent scholars has come to the con-
clusion that it cannot be defined.1 It is difficult, indeed, to say
where it begins and where it ends, and to demarcate it in specific
cases from ethics, philosophy, poetry, magic, superstition and
politics. However this may be, it is obvious that it is in many
respects closely correlated with nationality. Religion has been,
and largely still is, a powerful bond between the individuals of
a community ; national unity and solidarity has to a great extent
grown out of religious roots, and every national civilization has
been moulded by religious forces. It must be emphasized that
this enquiry is restricted to the national implications of religion ;
and no attempt is made to judge the truth or the general merits
or demerits of religious systems. As the spirit of every nationality,
however, can only be understood against the background of its
civilization, we must also try to assess the influence of religions
on civilizations.
Religion has played an enormous role as a symbol of nation-
ality. The real motive behind many struggles which are com-
monly regarded as religious was nascent national sentiment,
striving for expression in national personality. On the other
hand, it was religion which to a large extent imparted to a people
that close solidarity which is implied in the idea of a nation,
and which decisively contributed to the rise of the conviction
that devotion to the national cause, and self-sacrifice in its ser-
vice, were duties, commanded by an authority, higher than any
human government.
The social influence of a religion cannot be simply deduced
from its dogmatic beliefs. Sometimes Churches closely akin to
one another in their beliefs have developed quite divergent
national mentalities, as is shown by the examples of the Greek
Orthodox and the Roman Catholic Churches, or of Lutheranispi
and Calvinism. On the other hand, religions as .widely separated
as monotheism, polytheism and pantheism, have often produced
very similar phenomena, for example the same moral standards.
1 Gt Cfenaent Webb, Group Theories of Religion and the Individual, 1916, p, 59.